February 6, 2012

Dear Parents,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Faculty and Staff, it is my privilege to present the 2012-2013 re-enrollment contract to you. I believe that while this document represents a contract between your family and the School, I view this document more as a covenant that reflects your desire to partner with us in working together to shape the hearts and minds of your child(ren).

I am honored to serve here with the Covenant community. As I look forward to the upcoming year, I want to share with you several key changes that the Governing Board has approved.  We believe these changes will continue the work of building a culture in the School that will enable us to honor our commitment to academic excellence under the sovereignty of God.

We are excited to share with you these changes for the 2012-2013 school year:
· Curriculum: Upper School:  A new elective for 7th -12th grade students will replace “FLEX” time.  World History I & II will be replaced with Western Civilization I & II.  Lower School: Singapore Math will be implemented across all grades.  Core Knowledge History will be introduced in Kindergarten through Grade 2.

· Daily Schedule:  Upper School classes will begin at 8:30 a.m. every day.  Dismissal is at 3:30 p.m. three times per week and at 3:00 p.m. the other two days a week.  Students may arrive at 8:00 a.m. if they would like to take advantage of this opportunity to make-up quizzes and/or get additional support from teachers.   The Lower School daily schedule will remain the same.
· Tuition: A slight 5% tuition increase across all grades reflects industry standard (CPI + 2%).

· FACTS Tuition Management: The School is pleased to partner with FACTS, a nationally recognized tuition management agency.   All Covenant families must set up an online account with FACTS when contracts are signed.  The $500 deposit-on-tuition (which is due when you return the signed enrollment contract) will be credited to your FACTS account for next year!   Call Wendy Hill, Interim CFO, if you have any questions at 220-7301.
· Dress Code:  The School will partner with Lands’ End to offer uniforms for students in K-12 for the 2012-2013 school year.  Students will have a range of choices from which to choose.

I am encouraged about the future of Covenant, and I am excited to be a part of God’s work at the School.   In the short-term, I have focused my attention on three areas:
 (1) Implementing a framework that will enable the school to hire, develop, evaluate, and retain the best faculty and staff; (2) Refining our marketing and admissions message to provide clarity to our current parents, prospective families, and potential donors;  (3) Reviewing the academic programs for both the lower and the upper schools with the goal of strengthening a more coherent educational program from Pre-K through 12th grade.

We look forward to an extraordinary year as we work together with you in the education of your child(ren).  The return of your contract by March 1 is important, as we are working to make responsible, financial decisions about the operating budget for the 2012-2013 year.  If you have questions about the re-enrollment process, please do not hesitate to contact Donna Harris, Director of Admissions, or Amanda Walsh, Assistant to Admissions.

In Christ,

George W. Sanker

Headmaster

